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On May 26, 2020, over 350 organisations representing over 40
million health professionals and over 4,500 individual health
professionals from 90 different countries®, wrote to the G20
leaders calling for a #HealthyRecovery

May 26, 2020
In support of a #HealthyRecovery

Dear President Alberto Fernandez, Prime Minister Scott Morrison,
President Jair Bolsonaro, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, President Xi
Jinping, President Emmanuel Macron, Chancellor Angela Merkel, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, President Joko Widodo, Prime Minister Giuseppe
Conte, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, President Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador, President Vladimir Putin, King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud,
President Cyril Ramaphosa, President Jae-in Moon, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister Boris Johnson, President Donald Trump,
President Charles Michel and President Ursula von der Leyen,

(cc: G20 chief scientific / medical / health advisors)

Health professionals stand united in support of a pragmatic, science-based
approach to managing the COVID-19 pandemic. In that same spirit, we
also stand united in support of a #HealthyRecovery from this crisis.

We have witnessed first hand how fragile communities can be when their
health, food security and freedom to work are interrupted by a common
threat. The layers of this ongoing tragedy are many, and magnified by
inequality and underinvestment in public health systems. We have
witnessed death, disease and mental distress at levels not seen for
decades.

These effects could have been partially mitigated, or possibly even
prevented by adequate investments in pandemic preparedness, public
health and environmental stewardship. We must learn from these mistakes
and come back stronger, healthier and more resilient.

Before COVID-19, air pollution — primarily from traffic, inefficient residential
energy use for cooking and heating, coal-fired power plants, the burning of
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solid waste, and agriculture practices — was already weakening our bodies.
It increases the risk of developing, and the severity of: pneumonia, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease, lung cancer, heart disease and strokes,
leading to_seven million premature deaths each year. Air pollution also
causes adverse pregnancy outcomes like low birth weight and asthma,
putting further strain on our health care systems.

A truly healthy recovery will not allow pollution to continue to cloud the air
we breathe and the water we drink. It will not permit unabated_climate
change and deforestation, potentially unleashing new health threats upon
vulnerable populations.

In a healthy economy and civil society the most vulnerable among us are
looked after. Workers have access to well-paying jobs that do not
exacerbate pollution or nature degradation; cities prioritise pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport, and our rivers and skies are protected and
clean. Nature is thriving, our bodies are more resilient to infectious
diseases, and nobody is pushed into poverty because of healthcare costs.

To achieve that healthy economy, we must use smarter incentives and
disincentives in the service of a healthier, more resilient society. If
governments were to make major reforms to current fossil fuel subsidies,
shifting the majority towards the production of clean renewable energy, our
air would be cleaner and climate emissions massively reduced, powering
an economic recovery that would spur global GDP gains of almost 100
trillion US dollars between now and 2050.

As you direct your attention to the post-COVID response, we ask that your
chief medical officer and chief scientific advisor are directly involved in the
production of all economic stimulus packages, report on the short- and
long-term public health repercussions that these may have, and give their
stamp of approval.

The enormous investments your governments will make over the coming
months in key sectors like health care, transport, energy and agriculture
must have health protection and promotion embedded at their core.

What the world needs now is a #HealthyRecovery. Your stimulus plans
must be a prescription for just that.

Yours sincerely,
Over 350 organisations representing over 40 million health

professionals, and over 4,500 individual health professionals, from 90
different countries.
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The full list of signatories is available HERE. A few of the signatories
are listed below.

Global
« World Medical Association
« International Council of Nurses
« |ISDE International

« World Federation of Public Health Associations
« World Organization of Family Doctors (WONCA)

European Union

« European Respiratory Society
« Standing Committee of European Doctors (CPME)

Argentina
« Sociedad Iberoamericana de Salud Ambiental
Australia

« Australian Medical Association
« College of Intensive Care Medicine of Australia and New Zealand

Brazil

« ABRASCO - Associacéao Brasileira de Saude Coletiva
« Brazilian Thoracic Society
« Sociedade Brasileira de Medicina de Familia e Comunidade

Canada

« Canadian Medical Association
Germany

« German Society of Internal Medicine
France

« Conseil national de I'Ordre des médecins
India

. Indian Academy of Paediatrics


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Qwb6ilvZ1_LeqW0s1AJGn9EhdNR4jsNru1a9LKsJu98/edit?usp=sharing

o Public Health Foundation of India
Indonesia
« Indonesian Rural and Remote Doctor Association — IRRDA
Italy
« Federazione dei Medici Chiurghi e degli Odontoiatri ( FNOMCeO)
Japan
« Japan Medical Association
Mexico
« Mexican Nursing Students’ Association
South Africa
« The South African Medical Association
South Korea
« Yonsei University Health System
Turkey
« Halk Saghgi Uzmanlari Dernegi (HASUDER)
United Kingdom

« British Medical Association
« Royal College of Surgeons of England

United States of America

« American Public Health Association
« Rural Nurses Organization

Non-G20

« Primary care & rural health, Bangladesh
« Philippine College of Physicians
« MSF Southern Africa



